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It’s good to be here with you here again this morning … to worship God and to open our hearts and minds up to what He wants to say to us about the GOSPEL … about the GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST, and about how He longs for the GOSPEL to make a difference in our LIVES everyday.  One of the main themes throughout the whole Bible, from GENESIS through REVELATION, is SURRENDER, and this morning we’re going to look into this common theme once again.

In our past couple of teachings from MARK we’ve seen Jesus and His disciples traveling South toward Jerusalem … a trip of about 85 miles from where they started up North of the Sea of Galilee by Mt. Hermon.  This is the last time Jesus would come back into Jerusalem before being arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, before being beaten and nailed to a cross and dying on the cross, and before His resurrection.

Because everything in Jesus’ earthly life had been moving toward this final, epic homecoming into the city of Jerusalem, it’s difficult to underestimate how He must have felt as He and His gang of ragamuffin followers came West across the Jordan River, and headed into Jerusalem to begin this defining chapter of His earthly life.

Have you ever taken a Stress Test?  I think that if Jesus had taken a Stress Test on the day Mark is going to tell us about here in MARK 11, His score would have been off the cart.  The only reason Jesus was able to go through all He went through without going postal, was because no matter how difficult the situation, and no matter what the personal cost, Jesus knew He was in the center of God’s will.  And it was out of this belief that God the Father gave Jesus the confidence, the determination, the peace, and the courage He needed to remain in the center of God’s will.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

When maturing followers of Jesus Christ find and follow God’s will, God gives them the confidence, determination, peace, and courage they need to remain in the center of God’s will no matter what the cost.  This is the life of faith and trust God calls His followers to.

19-Century British pastor-teacher and Bible scholar Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) wrote these words about Jesus Christ being our King, and the One you and I need to follow wholeheartedly if our lives are going to stay in the center of God’s will …

“Our Lord Jesus Christ was a King even when He was upon the earth as a man.  He was Lord of all people and all angels too.  He could, in an instant, have summoned all the shining legions of heaven to come to His aid; but He resolved to go though to the bitter end with the great work He had undertaken … to lay down His life.”

Gang, if Jesus is our king, then we’ll submit our lives to His will in complete obedience … because the old saying is true …

“If Jesus Christ is not Lord OF ALL, He is not Lord AT ALL.”

One of the first main steps followers of Jesus Christ have to be willing to take if we’re going to find and follow God’s will for our lives is to stop making excuses for how come we’re unwilling to allow God to be on the throne of our lives, and now come we’re unwilling to surrender our lives to the place where we’re inviting God to tell us what our priorities need to be.  Do you see it? 

PLEASE WELCOME OUR 2ND STREET DRAMA TEAM AS THEY SHARE
WITH US A PIECE ENTITLED “TOMORROW” …
 
In MARK 1-10 we saw Jesus teaching, healing, delivering, and coming alongside hurting people, letting His compassion, and the agape love of God, flow through Him as a SERVANT TO ALL.  But MARK 11 transitions from that theme, as Jesus moves from being a SERVANT to a SUFFERING SERVANT Who willingly lays His life down for us so that our sins can be forgiven and we can come back into relationship with God.

If John Mark’s words in MARK 11 were the only Gospel account we had of Jesus, then we might think this was Jesus’ first trip into the holy city of Jerusalem.  But thankfully, The Gospel of John tells us about many other visits – because Jesus, beginning when He was just a boy, like all devout Jewish men, returned to Jerusalem at least twice times a year for Jewish feasts and holy days.

MARK 11:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 As they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, He [Jesus Christ] sent two of His disciples,

After coming back to Jerusalem for the final time, there are many parallel stories and passages found in all four of the Gospels.  But up until this time, this is one of just four stories that appear in all four of the Gospels.  These four stories are …

1. THE TWELVE DISCIPLES RETURN FROM AN EVANGELISTIC MISSION AND WITHDRAW FOR SOME TIME WITH JESUS | MATTHEW 14:13, MARK 6:30-32, LUKE 9:10, JOHN 6:1

2. JESUS TEACHES AND HEALS A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE | MATTHEW 14:14, MARK 6:33-34, LUKE 9:11, JOHN 6:2

3. JESUS FEEDS THE 5,000 ON A HILLSIDE | MATTHEW 14:15-21, MARK 6:35-44, LUKE 9:12-17, JOHN 6:3-14

4. JESUS’ TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM | MATTHEW 21:8-11, MARK 11:7-10, LUKE 19:35-38, JOHN 12:12-18

Jesus, His disciples, and thousands of other Jews were traveling to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.  The cross is just about a week away – and Jesus doesn’t want to leave anything to chance.  So when they came to Bethphage (“House of Figs”) and Bethany (“House of Dates”) … two cities about three miles East of Jerusalem … and just like we’d get on www.priceline.com or www.kayak.com to make some arrangements, Jesus sends two of His disciples (we’re not told which two) ahead to secure their accommodations and find a colt that Jesus needed.  

MARK 11:2-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 and said to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here.
3 “If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ you say, ‘The Lord has need of it’; and immediately he will send it back here.”

Jesus doesn’t tell them to buy a colt, rent a colt, or even barter for a colt – they’re just told to find a colt … and they were simply told that if anyone asked what they were to doing, to say, ‘The Lord has need of it.’  So what happened?

MARK 11:4-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 They went away and found a colt tied at the door, outside in the street; and they untied it.
5 Some of the bystanders were saying to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?”
6 They spoke to them just as Jesus had told them, and they gave them permission.

The two lucky disciples Jesus asked to go on this blind faith mission were hassled a little bit by some people who were apparently just kind of standing around and saw what was happening.  In LUKE 19:33-34 we read that the owners of the colt said, “Hey, why are you untying the colt?” and the disciples said, “Its Master needs it.”  They could have been arrested for theft, or even stoned on the spot.  And in that moment they had a decision to make … they could either (1) Obey Jesus based on the little they knew, saying “Its Master needs it.”  OR SAY (2) “We’re just petting it.  Nice colt.  Nice colt.”

But instead, because Jesus had never let them down before, they trusted that He knew what He was talking about when He sent them out on this mission.  And when the disciples said, “Its Master needs it” the owners of the colt were all good with it – as though Jesus had somehow pre-arranged this whole thing with them … as though the phrase “Its Master needs it” was the code sentence they needed to hear when they found somebody untying the colt.

Francis Fenelon was a French Catholic priest and mystic who lived 1651-1715, during the same time as George Fox.  And in a period of Christianity when obedience to THE CHURCH was often seen as being more important than obedience and surrender directly to God, Fenelon wrote …

 “It is not the multitude of hard duties, it is not constraint and contention that advance us in our Christian course.  On the contrary, it is the yielding of our wills without restriction and without choice, to tread cheerfully every day in the path in which God leads us, to seek nothing, to be discouraged by nothing, to seek out duty in the present moment, to trust all else without reserve to the will and power of God.”

And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ obey God’s instructions, even when they don’t make total sense, and even when there’s some personal cost associated with their obedience.

I love how King David talks about this kind of surrender and trust in PSALM 9:9-10 …

PSALM 9:9-10 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

9-10 The Lord defends those who suffer; He defends them in times of trouble.  Those who know the Lord trust Him, because He will not leave those who come to Him. 

Jesus lets His disciples know that He’s not going to walk into Jerusalem, but that He’s going to ride in on a colt, which would be the equivalent of driving a Smart Car instead of a Cadillac Escalade.  Jesus chose a colt because from the moment He came into Jerusalem for this last time, He wanted everyone to understand that He was coming in peace, and not with a sword.  He’d TOLD people that He was A SUFFERING TRIUMPHANT SERVANT … the Prince of Peace, not a warlord Messiah.  And now it was time to SHOW them He was serious.

MARK 11:7-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 They brought the colt to Jesus and put their coats on it; and He sat on it.
8 And many spread their coats in the road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields.
9 Those who went in front and those who followed were shouting:  “Hosanna!  BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD;
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; Hosanna in the highest!”

What an awesome picture … this image we usually celebrate on what is called Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter.  This was the day that was prophesied over 500 years before when The Old Testament prophet Daniel was visited by the angel Gabriel and told in DANIEL 9:24-25 that the Messiah would come into Jerusalem as the Prince of Peace, to restore the city and it’s people.  Shouting “Hosanna”, a Hebrew word that means “Save now!” the people quoted PSALM 118:25 … “BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.”

This day in the life and ministry of Jesus is so great because for so much of His life He was persecuted, ostracized, and rejected.  And many of the crowds that followed Jesus only seemed to do so because of what they thought they could get from Him.  But this crowd seemed to genuinely love Jesus as they went public with their adoration – even throwing down their outer garments like a red carpet of jackets and robes for Him to ride into town on.  And this brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON

When we invite Jesus Christ to teach us a whole new way to be human, we make the choice to begin living in such a way that our thoughts, our words, our actions, and our priorities move off of SELF and begin offering adoration and selfless praise to OUR GOD.

In LUKE 19:40 Jesus told the Jewish Religious Leaders that if people didn’t praise Him, that the very stones of the ground would sing out praises to Him.  GANG, GOD WANTS US TO PRAISE HIM FOR OUR SAKE, NOT FOR HIS SAKE.  God doesn’t have a self-esteem problem.  God doesn’t need our affirmation.  Jesus said what He said to the Jewish Religious Leaders in LUKE 19:40, and Jesus accepted the praise and worship of the people on this day in Jerusalem because WE NEED TO PRAISE HIM!

Listen to me, GOD WILL GET HIS PRAISE … from angels, from creation, and from the people already living in heaven … GOD WILL GET HIS PRAISE.  But God invites you and me to be part of this praise, because He knows that when we praise Him, WE TURN AWAY FROM SELF AND TOWARD BECOMING MORE LIKE HIM.  Do you see it?

For more than two centuries Christians have called what happened on this day in Jerusalem “THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY”.  But in Jesus’ day, if you’d called this event a “TRIUMPHAL ENTRY” to a Roman, they would have laughed you into yesterday … because a “TRIUMPHAL ENTRY” was an actual event honoring a Roman soldier whose leadership won a battle resulting in the death of at least 5,000 of Rome’s enemies.

In a “TRIUMPHAL ENTRY”, this soldier – usually a general or a Centurion – returned to Rome and an elaborate parade was held in his honor.  First, the spoils of the battle were paraded by, and then the prisoners were marched in, and then the Roman armies who fought in the battle came in, and then finally, the Roman military leader, in whose honor this “TRIUMPHAL ENTRY” was being held arrived, riding on a chariot.  And people would cheer his name, and bells would ring, and incense would burn.  THAT was a “TRIUMPHAL ENTRY,” not a North woods Galilean peasant carpenter non-credentialed Rabbi, riding into town on a colt, using some coats as a saddle.

But on this day Jesus came back into Jerusalem not as a soldier-general to conquer the Romans, but as the Messiah of the world to conquer sin.  He came to look at the hearts of the people of the world, to MAKE AN INSPECTION OF THEM if you will.  And in the rest of MARK 11, we’ll see the results of this “inspection.”

MARK 11:11 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and came into the Temple; and after looking around at everything, He left for with the twelve, since it was already late.

JOHN 11:57 tells us that by this time the Jewish Religious Leaders had put out a bounty on Jesus’ head.  And yet when Jesus came into Jerusalem, He did it in the most public way possible.  Jesus once that parade was over, Jesus got off the colt and presumably it was sent back to it’s owners, and then He and His disciples went to the Temple, looked around at everything and then went to Bethany, where they probably stayed at the house of their friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  The next day was going to be a doozy … a day described in the third chapter of the last book of The Old Testament by the prophet Malachi …

MALACHI 3:1-3 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

1 The Lord All-Powerful says, “I will send My messenger, who will prepare the way for Me.  Suddenly, the Lord you are looking for will come to His Temple …”
2 No one can live through that time; no one can survive when He comes.  He will be like a purifying fire and like laundry soap.
3 Like someone who heats and purifies silver, He will purify the Levites and make them pure like gold and silver.

Then the next day Jesus teaches us a lesson, using a fig tree as an example of you and me and how we either produce good fruit or don’t produce good fruit in our lives with God.  In all the stories of Jesus’ interactions with people, with nature, and with demons, this story and the story of Jesus sending the evil spirits out of the man, into the pigs (MARK 5), and then causing the pigs to run off the cliff and drown in the Sea of Galilee … are the only two that contain a “DESTRUCTIVE MIRACLE.”  

MARK 11:12-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

12 On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He [Jesus Christ] became hungry.
13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.
14 He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!”  And His disciples were listening.  [emphasis added]

What’s the first thing you think of when you hear the words fig leaves?  I think of Adam and Eve, after disobeying God and sinning for the first time in GENESIS 3 … and when they sewed fig leaves together to cover up their nakedness.  From the third chapter of the Bible, fig leaves are a picture of the fruit of disobedience.

Gang, Jesus isn't interested in our leaves – He’s interested in our fruit.  The fig leaves in this story in MARK 11 represent the works of our hands – they represent us trying to do good works in an effort to earn God’s favor.  But in God's eyes, those leaves are worthless.  Contrast the leaves in ISAIAH 64 with the fruit in GALATIANS 5 …

ISAIAH 64:6; GALATIANS 5:22-23 (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION)

ISAIAH 64:6 All of us have been sinful; even our best actions are filthy through and through.  Because of our sins, we are like LEAVES that wither and are blown away by the wind. [emphasis added]
GALATIANS 5:22-23 But the Spirit produces the FRUIT of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self-control.
[emphasis added]
ILLUSTRATION … In Germany, after WWII a young girl rode her bike each day, looking for food for her family.  She’d find scraps of this and that, but she was always hungry, and each night she dreamed of hot, fresh-out-of-the-oven bread.  Oh, just to have even a crust or a heel!  But all her dreaming was in vain because of course, she never found anyone throwing out fresh bread.

One day as she was riding in a part of town she wasn’t familiar with, she came up over a little stone bridge and saw something in the distance — a sign with a picture of a loaf of bread on it.  A BAKERY!  Surely, they’ll give me a piece of bread, she thought.  She peddled as quickly as she could, tossed her bike down in front of the store and ran in.

“Please sir, can I have a slice of bread!”  “What?” the merchant replied.  “Sir — the sign in the window — can I please have a slice of bread.  Please!” the young girl begged.  “Oh my daughter,” the shopkeeper replied, “This isn’t a BAKERY, this is a SIGN SHOP.  I’m sorry, but I have no bread.”

The fig tree Jesus saw that morning while His stomach was growling for breakfast, was a picture of “false advertising”, because it was a tree with leaves, but without any figs.  Jesus wasn’t angry that the fig tree didn’t have any figs.  What made Him angry was that it had leaves but didn’t have fruit.  The leaves were advertising, “Figs!  There are figs here!” but there were no figs.  So in the end, Jesus cursed the tree because it proclaimed to have fruit when it didn’t.

Gang, there are no shortcuts to spiritual growth.  Just like physical growth comes one day at a time, likewise, spiritual growth comes one day at a time … one choice at a time … one tiny step at a time … one decision at a time.  And the world is dying to see followers of Jesus Christ who are living out what we’re advertising.

So if you’re “in Christ” start living like it, speaking like it, spending your money like it … start treating others like it.  What does the world see in you?  Authentic Christianity or just an outward show of righteousness?  Are you A FIG TREE WITH LEAVES BUT NO FIGS?  Are you a SIGN SHOP cleverly disguised as a BAKERY?  I love how Jesus Christ answers the question, “How can I bear fruit?” in JOHN 15:4-5 …

JOHN 15:4-5 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

4-5 Remain in Me, and I will remain in you.  A branch cannot produce fruit alone but must remain in the vine.  In the same way, you cannot produce fruit alone but must remain in Me.  I am the Vine, and you are the branches.  If any remain in Me and I remain in them, they produce much fruit.  But without Me they can do nothing.

You might think, “Hey, this wasn’t fair!  Jesus cursed the fig tree for not having fruit, even though it wasn't the season for figs!”  But consider the instruction the Apostle Paul gave to Timothy, and to you and to me, in SECOND TIMOTHY 4:2 …

SECOND TIMOTHY 4:2 (THE EXPANDED BIBLE)
2 Preach the Good News [Gospel].  Be ready at all times [whether it is convenient or inconvenient, in season or out of season], and tell people what they need to do [correct, reprove].  Tell them where they are wrong [rebuke], encourage [comfort and exhort] them with great patience and with careful teaching.

Now Jesus goes back into Jerusalem, back into the Temple where He’d been the night before, and based on what He’d seen going on there, HE CLEANS HOUSE.  Literally.

MARK 11:15-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15 Then they came to Jerusalem.  And He entered the Temple and began to drive out those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves;
16 and He would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the Temple.
17 And He began to teach and say to them, “Is it not written, ‘MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS’?  But you have made it a ‘ROBBERS’ DEN’.”
18 The chief priests and the scribes heard this, and began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.

JOHN 2:13-25 tells us that early on in His ministry Jesus cleansed the Temple once before … so this was a repeat performance.  The problem here was that Jesus didn’t like seeing the Jewish Religious Leaders profiting from the pilgrims who came to Jerusalem to worship God … but who, once they got there had to follow all the man-made rules that ended up robbing them blind.

How this all got started was innocent enough … it was to provide a service for the people who had to travel so far to offer their sacrifices.  Instead of having to bring their animal with them, pilgrims could simply purchase a sacrificial animal at the Temple.  But the priests learned they could make a few bucks by charging higher prices in the Temple.  And since all the sacrifices needed to be “without blemish” and since the priests were the ones to determine what was “without blemish”, they could disqualify any sacrifices not purchased at the Temple.  Quite the racket.

ILLUSTRATION … Jewish historical and cultural expert Alfred Edersheim, says the Jewish Religious Leaders in Jesus’ day were netting the equivalent of $300,000 a year in money-changing alone.

The area outside the Temple had become like a co-op made up of a SWAP MEET, a MONEY-LAUNDERING SCHEME, and a bunch of RELIGIOUS BOOKIES.  The Jewish Religious Leaders had turned the Temple into what Jesus called a den of thieves – while God’s intention was that the Temple be a house of prayer for all nations.  Pretty serious indictments, to be sure.

It’s important that we not miss the VIOLENCE of Jesus’ righteous indignation.  Jesus walks into the Temple, and as holy-zeal for His Father's House consumed Him, He went ballistic … flipping over tables, driving out the money-changers with a whip … causing the sheep and oxen to stampede, pouring all the coins from their moneyboxes out onto the ground and shouting out words from JEREMIAH 7:11 and ISAIAH 56:7 …

JEREMIAH 7:11; ISAIAH 56:7 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

JEREMIAH 7:11 This place where I have chosen to be worshiped is nothing more to you than a hideout for robbers.  I have been watching you, says the Lord.
ISAIAH 56:7 I will bring these people to My holy mountain and give them joy in My house of prayer.  The offerings and sacrifices they place on My altar will please Me, because My Temple will be called a house for prayer for people from all nations.”

And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON for us here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

When we love God, we invite and allow Him to clean up [prune] the messy parts of our lives.  If God wants to turn over some tables and chase some sinful stuff out of our lives, so be it.  Growing and maturing followers of Jesus Christ “surrender” to God’s plans.

MARK 11:20-22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 When evening came, they would go out of the city.
20 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up.
21 Being reminded, Peter said to Him, “Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has withered.”
22 And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.”

Notice that the fig tree Jesus cursed that morning had withered from the roots up.  And gang, this is exactly the way you and I wither.  We start out compromising with sin – sinning in ways small and hidden … and the withering begins.  But sin is always progressive, and when we remain unrepentant, sin grows and mutates – and our withering continues until there’s not much faith even left.

Reading through and studying this story this week made me wonder if God ever comes by our lives in the morning hours hungry and hoping to find some fruit.  Oh, outwardly our fig leaves might look okay – lots of activity and words.  But after closer inspection I wonder how much real spiritual fruit God sees in our lives?  For instance …

· How is God seeing the fruit of you and me sharing our faith with others? (JOHN 4:36)

· How is God seeing the fruit of love coming out of our lives in our relationships? (GALATIANS 5:22-23)

· How is God seeing the fruit of you and me holding “things” lightly and turning our finances over to Him? (ROMANS 15:28)

· How is God seeing the fruit of praise and worship growing in our daily lives? (HEBREWS 13:15)

MATTHEW 21:19 makes a point to say that this fruit-barren fig tree was all by itself … it was growing alone.  GANG, WE NEED ONE ANOTHER.  Some people say, “I don’t need church.  I can worship on my own.”  In the short-term, for a season, yes, you and I can do that.  For the long-term, not true (cf., HEBREWS 10:25).

Because just like a tree needs to be cross-pollinated to produce good, strong, healthy fruit, you and I need one another in order to grow, produce, and harvest the spiritual fruit, that God and we want to see growing in our lives, and that God and we want to see being lived out of our lives.  As we wrap up, here are the five common threads of truth, instruction, and challenge I see growing in MARK 11:1-22 …
			
1. God longs to see healthy, strong spiritual fruit growing in the lives of His followers – in you and in me.

2. Abiding in God through prayer and the reading and studying of His Word (the Bible), enables our spiritual roots to grow down deep into things of God, not into the false soil of our own good works.

3. When we pull away from the Vine of God, we wither spiritually and stop producing authentic, healthy, lasting spiritual fruit.

4. Spiritual fruit grows best when we invite God to clean us up and do some pruning in our lives.

5. When we’re producing healthy and strong spiritual fruit we get excited about living out our Mission of becoming more like Jesus Christ … excited about loving God … excited about loving people … and excited about serving our world.

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL BE TEACHING FROM MARK 11:23-33.  INVITE SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO ISN’T YET PART OF A CHURCH FAMILY TO JOIN YOU … AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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